FOOd bankK oOoT cl

Food Matters

Winter 2010

Preventing Hunger - Providing Hope

Volume 5 Issue 1

pDporado county

¢ Food, Bank

[
[ Ef[;:dn County
-
-

The reality of hidden hunger in EI Dorado County

Christmastime means gifts
under trees, turkey on the table,
and cookies fresh from the
oven...for most of us, at least.
For others, right here in El
Dorado County, the holidays
are a time that creates a burden
of extrastressassingle mothers
struggle to purchase a toy for
their little one and put a meal
on the table, while the rent
goes unpaid. Senior citizens
have to make the decision to
keep their house warm, or
buy food for the month. Food
closets see an increase in the
number of people needing a
little help, asthe Holidays bring
extra expenses. For many,
Christmastime means empty
tables and worried minds.

Here at the Food Bank we

believe local children, seniors,
single mothers and struggling
families have more important
things to worry about during
the holidays than how they
will afford to eat. The holidays
are meant to be a time of
celebration, bounty and
good will, not anxiety over a
necessity as simple as food.
Together, however, we have
the power to ease the worry
of those in need throughout
El Dorado County. For each
dollar that you donate to the
Food Bank of El Dorado
County, we are able to disperse
nearly $7 worth of food to the
hungry.

In the past year everyone
has been impacted by the
economic downturn and felt

an extra pinch, but for many
this year has been devastating.
Seniors on a fixed income
and single mothers working
multiple jobs struggle to make
ends meet, while fathers laid
off are constantly

“The Food Dude”

concerned with providing food
for their family. Imagine ifhigh
gas prices and the upand down
of the stock market were the
least of your worries. Imagine
going to bed hungry at night
so that your child could have
dinner and wondering how
you were going to explainwhy
there were no gifts under the
tree. Consider how your life
would be different if just a few
variables were to change, and
you unexpectedly needed a
hand up. Imagine the hardship
of worrying not about when
you would find time to go
shopping, but instead fearing if
you would have food to eat.
Certainly, the holidays
mean food and merriment,
but at their core the holidays

are about coming together
- celebrating family, friends
and community. | ask you to
celebrate our community this
year by donating to the Food
Bank of El Dorado County
and being a Santa behind-
the-scenes. Your dollar will
provide food to those most in
need, right here in our own
backyards. Hunger knows no
season, but it can be a much
more painful struggle during
the holidays. Join us today...
make the holidays brighter for
a neighbor in need!

— Mike Sproull
Founder
Food Bank EDC

Thanks to you, The Food Bank ContinuesTo Roll

The down turned economy is not only hard for our neighbors in need. It is equally hard for charities that provide them. Charities in El Dorado County,
and the country, are making hard choices on how to survive this economic storm—cut staff, cut programs, change funding methods. Many charities that
rely primarily on grants and government support are being hit hardest as these sources slow down or dry up completely.

The Food Bank does not rely on a handful of funding sources. Instead, we rely on grass roots outreach to the community. Thousands of individuals
and organizations make up our funding safety net, to guarantee the continued operation of the Food Bank. When many charities are being forced to cut
back, we are moving aheadd not only maintaining long-standing programs but, in 2010, starting new programs to help yll voids left as a result of this
economic downturn.

If you are reading this article, you are probably one of the individuals, faith-based organizations, service clubs, or local businesses who make up this
funding safety net. You are the reason this grass roots charity called the Food Bank of EI Dorado County continues to be the leader in basic services to
our neighbors in need. Thank you for making the Food Bank what it is today!
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Yes! | wish to reach out to EI Dorado County’s most at risk.
I | want to join my local Food Bank in their mission to prevent hunger and provide hope. I
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O Adopt a family of one to two $50
O Adopt a family of three to four $100
I O Adopt a family of yve to six $125

O Adopt a family of seven to eight $150 I
O Adopt 10 families $500

. X X X X X POSTAL PATRON X X X X X
O Adopt 25 families $1000 I

I Please make check payable to the Food Bank of El Dorado County I
6230 Enterprise Drive, Diamond Springs, CA 95619
(530) 621-9950 A (916) 939-6774 A www.foodbankedc.org
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Girl Scout - Troop 4 - BROWNIES
Foothill Gold Service Unit

Food Bank Community Partners come in many sizes and shapes. As you can see, in the
background the Food Bank works with large corporations and businesses throughout El
Dorado County. Yet another community partner equally as strong is local Girl Scouts.
For years girls throughout ElI Dorado County have been supporting the Food Bank
on a consistent basis. Here is an example, :
Brownie Troop 4 Brownies of Foothill Gold
Service Unit recently visited the Food Bank for
a tour and brought foods they collected in their
community.

Community members always ask, How | |
do you feed so many people at the Food .
bank?” And the answer is not complicated.
We work with community partners from
big corporations like Wells Fargo and small
brownie troops. Together as a team we are
able to provide food assistance to thousands
in communities throughout El Dorado County.
Thanks Brownies! The community appreciates
your dedication and compassion.

Booze Fighters and friends
get together to make a difference

Every year, RJ. Carter
and the Booze Fighters
Motorcycle Club invite
the community out to their |
annual Food and Toy Drive.
This year on November 6th
the motorcycle community
came out in force to support
the Food Bank of El Dorado
County and the local Toys
for Tots program.

This event has become
quite the gathering over
the years. Our hats go off
to the Booze Fighters and
their friends. Thank you for
caring enough to reach out
to those struggling to make
ends meet.
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Straight Line Roofing makes a

difference in the community

On November 10, Straight Line Rooyng held their annual
Thanks and Giving Dinner. The night was ylled with good
company, an auction with a number of rafpes for great prizes
and a delicious dinner. All of the money raised during this
annual event is matched by Straight Line Rooyng and then
donated to the Food Bank of El Dorado County.

“Straight Linegreatly appreciatesthe dedicationand support
of this community in helping the Food Bank of EIl Dorado
County,” said Jack and Jamie Borba, owners of Straight Line
Rooyng. flt is our privilege and honor to bring awareness
to this important organization. This year’s event raised over
$5000 to help the less fortunate in our community. Thank
you to everyone who participated, attended, donated and
otherwise supported the event. We look forward to giving
thanks with you again next year.”

The Food Bank of EI Dorado County is very appreciative
of the gratitude shown by Straight Line Rooyng and all of
the individuals that contribute to this event. Their support is
helping El Dorado County’s less fortunate each and every
day and it proves that together, we can make a difference.

STRAIGHT LINE ROOFING
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THANK YOU for participating in the KCRA Kids Can Food Drive
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Each November local school kids get excited about bringing food to school. Not to trade in the lunch room, but to B2
& donate to the less fortunate in our community. The KCRA Kids Can! Food Drive is a collaborative effort of KCRA,
- California Emergency Foodlink and local food banks throughout California. This year, the Food Bank of El Dorado
ds ’ County will beneyt from the generosity and hard work of the students at over 33 schools on the Western Slope. The &
food collected not only supplements supplies that are given out through regular distirbutions, but assists in ylling up

Christmas meal baskets for those in need of a hearty holiday meal! Thank You to All from Rebecca Fisher.
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